
Liberty Plans 200 Year Celebration 
Twice in January a group of local concerned citi-
zens have came together under the leadership of 
Guy Troy of Liberty to work on celebrating 200 
years of Liberty. No ,it is not when we were in-
corporated, but if you look at our town seal, it is  
when we were founded.  In 1809, "Public Square" 
laid off at crossroads of S. Fayetteville St. and E. 
Raleigh Ave. is the earliest recorded reference to 
"Liberty" was in deeds (Lots #23 and #24) re-
corded on December 2, 1809 to Abraham Brower. 
You will note this date (1809) on the "Liberty 
Oak" tree, which is part of the town shield/logo. 
To date the group has set committees to continue 

on its path. Cur-
rently the group is 
looking at three 
tentative dates of 
event in the near 
future and one set 
date. The set date 
is Saturday, 
March 14th when 
Ray Coggin will 
coordinate a 5K 
run. Liberty use to 
have an annual 
10k run that was 

held for several years. The 5K run will be called 
“200 Liberty Bicentennial 5K Run” .  Make the 
quick trip down the Liberty to celebrate their 
200th birthday is the theme for the race. The Cog-
gin Agency and Liberty Tax Service are proud to 
sponsor this race on the southern tip of the Triad. 
Race Starts: 9:00 AM and the fees are $20.00 
Early Registration and $25.00 Race Day Fee. 
There will be Awards as follows: First Overall M/
F, Top 3 in Age Groups: 0-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-
29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-
64, 65-69, 70+. The location where the race will 
start in front of the Coggin Agency at 122 N Fa-
yetteville St, Liberty, NC 27298. The other tenta-
tive dates plans are on Sat. May 2, to have a simi-
lar event that was held when it did it Centennial 
Celebration several years back. There will be 
food, fun, games, events and possible children’s 
parade and who knows what else will be dreamed 
up. The next tentative date is Sat. May 16 with the 
Theme being remembering our military that has 
keep us free over course of history, that is what 
makes Liberty such a special town, for we have 
“liberty “ in town due to our great service men 
and women. Events for this is still being planned 
but hopes to have Military Bands, recognition of 
our service people, paratroopers and much more.  
The last tentative date would be in September and 

will be held at the Liberty Patterson Cottage Mu-
seum and the Liberty Public Library. This event 
will showcase all our local artist and crafters, re-
playing of video from past citizens that shared 
their stories (and hopefully some of our current 
residents) and our museum. These are just a few 
of the items being planned. If you would like to 
be part of this great planning of events please con-
tact the Guy Troy or Town Hall. The next plan-
ning session will be on Wed  February 24th at 
7pm at Liberty Town Hall. If we all do a little, I 
believe we will be surprised what we can accom-
plish. You know 200 years ago that me be the 
same thoughts and comments going through the 
locals at the Public Square, “ If we all do a little 
bit , one day we may have us a nice town. See 
what they accomplish. Lets take this example and 
see what we can do. We will be adding items to 
the website www.celebrateliberty.org  Check it 
out as 
plans  
develop. 
hope to 
see you 
at the  
events.  
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February 
7 Best of Bluegrass 
8 Journey N Faith  
14 Valentines Day 
14 Chad/Kristi Show 
18 Chamber Lunch  
18 Healthy Heart Cls 
21 Soul Biscuit Shw 
26 Consignment Sale 
28 Chad/Kristi Show 
28 Rotary Dinner 
March 
3 McDonald Night 
7 Shiloh UMC BBQ 
 
Look inside the    
paper for more    
information on    
these events.  
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Happiness keeps 
you Sweet, 

Trials keep you 
Strong,  

Sorrows keep you 
Human,  

Failures keep you 
Humble, 

Success keeps you 
Glowing, 

But Only GOD 
keeps you Going. 

Local Lady Turns 100 
My first thoughts was this lovely lady has lived in 
Liberty for half of its existence. With Liberty 
celebrating its 200 year anniversary from being 
founded , Vallie Ray has experienced half of it. I 
was so lucky to have been invited to attend the 
100th birthday celebration of Vallie Ray on Janu-
ary 10th at Mt Pleasant Baptist Church. It was a 
close guess but there was 100 people at the cele-
bration. Just think, one for every year of her life. 
The most impressive thing to me was the fact she 
did not even look or act her age. From first ap-
pearance you would say...may be 80ish’ and then 
to her speak and spirit she had you would rethink 
and say for sure late 70’s early 80’s. 100 glorious 
years was the truth. Vallie Ray was one of eleven 
siblings. I have children and could not imagine 
eleven. She still has two sisters living that she is 
very close to. Margaret Cheek and Virginia Ray.  
Vallie has lived a blessed life to hear her speak. 
Each word was full of life and encourament. She 
had four children and now has six grandchildren, 
eleven great-grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild.  Did you know in 1908 when Vallie 
was born that First paved sidewalk was built on 
both sides of the main block of Swannanoa Street 
and the year before the first telephone service 
began (Liberty Telephone); later sold and became 

Randolph Telephone Company in 1950.Also  Lib-
erty Normal College 
burned. Some other inter-
esting facts were, Average 
price of a car in 1908 was 
$500.00, Average price of 
a gallon of milk was $0.32, 
Average price of a loaf of 
bread was $0.05, Average 
price of a stamp was$0.02, 
and the Average price of a 
home was $4500.00. A lot 
has changed in Vallie’s 
life, but her love for her 
family and friends never 
changed, if any it grew.  
The celebration was pulled 
of with all the class you 
could imagine.  The colors 
where baby blue and lav-
ender. At the front of the 
room the family had sup-
plied pictures for a scrolling slide show on the 
television.  The event was catered by Sammie's 
Catering in Staley. No one left hungry.  Vallie 
was presented with a birthday card from President 
George Bush and his wife, wishing her a happy 
100th birthday. Bet many in our area does not get  
one them. Milburn Gibbs, writer for Chatham 

News,  read a wonderful poem written by himself 
for Vallie.  The most memora-
ble thing everyone knows her 
to this day for is, riding her 
lawnmower while cutting her 
grass and a smile from ear to 
ear.  Her Granddaughter from 
Myrtle Beach provided the 
cakes. There was a three pieces 
and it was a 1 and 0 and 0 , to 
form 100. Her oldest grand-
daughter Cindy Rollins from 
Greenville, SC read a special 
Grandmothers Poem to her. Ms 
Vallie Ray spoke to the group 
and stated. “ I would like to 
thank everybody that has given 
me the best birthday ever. God 
Bless and keep all of you 
healthy and happy.” She con-
cluded saying after being asked 
how she has stayed in such 

great shape, “Eat right, get rest and keep mov-
ing… and then the cutest chuckle followed.” Ron 
Cheek asked all the families and cousins to get 
together for several group shots. Actually several 
of the cousins had never even meet each other for 
the first time.  Story continued on page 6 inside 
with more photos also.  
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